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April 29, 2008


Senator Cox
State Capitol, Room 2068 
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Senator Cox:

RE:  Proposed CARB Rule 2025
On January 22, 2008, California Air Resources Board released a draft of proposed 13 CCR 2025 Regulation to Reduce Emissions of Diesel Particulate Matter, Oxides of Nitrogen and Other Criteria Pollutants, and Greenhouse Gases from In-Use Heavy Duty Diesel-Fueled Vehicles.
Previous drafts specifically excluded publicly owned school bus fleets.  The January 22, 2008 draft now includes all school buses greater than 14,000 lbs Gross Vehicle Weight Rating.  This seemingly small change in wording portends a huge impact on the school system.

Mid-Placer Public Schools Transportation Agency is a Joint Powers Agreement providing school bus transportation to its 5 member districts and two additional districts under contract.  Mid-Placer operates 65 buses for the home to school and special education transportation of 1800 students and in support of school related activities such as field trips and sports trips.

Buses are considered for replacement on the following schedule:

Type 1 (medium and big buses)
20 years/400,000 miles

Type II (small buses)


12 years/300,000 miles

In the past 4 years Mid-Placer has replaced 16 buses.  Three of the buses have been replaced with grants from the Placer County Air Pollution Control District.  None of the buses were equipped with Diesel Particulate Filters, which saved $160,000 in expenditures.  At the time the buses were ordered it was believed that publicly owned school bus fleets would continue to be exempt from the proposed 13 CCR 2025.
The draft released on January 22, 2008 now includes school buses and will require Mid-Placer to replace 17 buses and retrofit 24 additional buses, including the buses just acquired under the grants.  By the end of the proposed Phase I in 2013, Mid-Placer will be required to expend $2.7- 3.0 million dollars.  By 2010 seventeen otherwise useable buses will be forced to be destroyed and replaced at a cost of $2.3 million.  
Approximately 45% of Mid-Placer’s operating budget is funded by the state apportionments for school transportation.  The balance must come from the member districts, usually out of their general funds.  The proposed rule 2025 amounts to another unfunded mandate on the schools.
The situation at Mid-Placer is not unique.  Many school districts will be faced with similar expense dilemmas.  Schools are particularly vulnerable due to the long expected service life of the vehicle.  In addition, school buses are not likely to receive proposition 1B funding to assist with retrofits.  CARB is planning to release retrofit funds are a best bang for the buck basis to remove the most particulate matter at the lowest cost.  That will mean that the funds will go to the trucking industry simply because they operate many more miles per year than school buses and a Diesel Particulate Filter installed on a truck will result in greater reductions of particulate matter than a Diesel Particulate Filter installed on a school bus.

Mid-Placer supports the goal of cleaner air for all, but must balance the cost and services provided.  There are two reasonable approaches:

1. Drop publicly owned school buses from 13 CCR 2025.

Or

2. Provide funding to enable the implementation of new buses and retrofit devices.

Please let me know how I can assist you or your staff with this problem.

Sincerely, 

Martin J. Ward

Chief Executive Officer
Mid-Placer Public Schools Transportation Agency
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